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Action Group on Knowledge Systems and Indicators of Wellbeing
The Action Group on Knowledge Systems and Indicators of Wellbeing is a joint effort coordinated by 
the American Museum of Natural History’s Center for Biodiversity and Conservation (CBC), the Joint 
Programme between UNESCO and the Secretariat to the Convention on Biological Diversity (SCBD) on 
the Links Between Biological and Cultural Diversity, and supported by a number of partners including 
the Centre for Ecological Research Hungarian Academy of Sciences, Center for support of indigenous 
peoples of the North, GEF Small Grants Program, Forest Peoples Programme, Indigenous Women and 
Biodiversity Network, Indigenous Peoples Major Group for Sustainable Development, International 
Indian Treaty Council, IUCN Commission on Ecosystem Management Thematic Group on Cultural 
Practices and Ecosystem Management, IUCN World Commission on Protected Areas Working Group on 
Indigenous Peoples and Local Communities, Nia Tero, SwedBio at Stockholm Resilience Centre, and Te 
Kopu - Pacific Indigenous & Local Knowledge Centre of Distinction. 

The Action Group aims to inspire action and promote dialogue, exchange, and co-creation of knowledge 
among different stakeholders regarding the linkages between nature and culture. Our efforts will 
connect a broad range of people involved with management and protection of nature and culture 
(including indigenous peoples and local community members, policy makers, researchers, and 
conservation professionals) for collective thinking about future action, research directions, and policy 
recommendations to promote and strengthen the links between biological and cultural diversity. 

Our group will meet in-person on April 21-22, 2018 at the American Museum of Natural History in New 
York City. The April meeting, which takes place over the middle weekend of the UN Permanent Forum 
on Indigenous Issues (UNPFII), will engage participants in a cross-cutting exploration of knowledge 
and wellbeing themes across multiple regions. We are specifically interested in better understanding 
how to synthesize and harmonize across efforts to design indicators that encompass both biological 
and cultural wellbeing. There is a critical need to support place-based, culturally relevant indicators 
for managing and monitoring resources and planning for the future at the local scale. In addition, 
collaboration between local and international indicator initiatives can synergize cross-scale planning 
and evidence-based implementation for sustainability. 

We are also interested in exploring how our group’s work may interface with global initiatives including 
the IPBES Global Assessment, the UNPFII, and the Nature-Culture Summit at the 14th Conference of 
the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity which aims to deliver key insights to inform the 
discussions on the post-2020 framework of the Convention. 



Additional Background: 

Action Group Objectives 
The action group on knowledge systems and indicators of wellbeing will engage indigenous peoples 
and local community (IPLC) representatives, and those who work with IPLCs to: 

• Build a community of practitioners
• Exchange knowledge between and within indigenous and local community groups, research, 

and policy communities who are using or would like to use indicators that emphasize the links 
between cultural and biological diversity.  

• Represent local values and viewpoints in the international arena
• Explore how to support efforts to better represent local values and viewpoints in international 

indicator arena - including ways to modify indicators or reporting on indicators to better capture 
cultural context 

Action Group Format 

1. Preparatory process leading up to April meeting (ongoing) 
Small sub-groups focusing on specific topics1 will conduct advanced preparations for the April 
meeting including synthesizing materials and resources to advance the knowledge exchange and 
enhance collective action towards future directions. 

2. Meeting in New York City, April 21-22, 2018 
Approximately 60 participants from Russia, Central Asia, the Pacific, Australia, Central America, 
South America, and Africa (including approximately 45 indigenous and local members and 15 
policy makers, researchers, and conservation professionals who work closely with indigenous and 
local communities on the ground or in national and international policy arenas) will meet in a 
knowledge exchange on wellbeing indicators that embrace the links between biological and cultural 
diversity. With a focus on sharing knowledge and experiences, we will explore subgroup topics, 
exchange information on existing tools, develop/refine new tools, and identify future directions and 
deliverables that can feed into global initiatives such as the post-2020 arrangements. 

3. Post-April Work 
Using information shared at the April meeting, the sub-groups, including any new sub-group 
members, will finalize products for integration into other global meetings/processes and will share 
April meeting outcomes with various audiences (as appropriate). 

Contacts:
For more information, please contact our CBC coordinators: 
Pua‘ala Pascua, Biodiversity Scientist/Biocultural Specialist - ppascua@amnh.org
Eleanor Sterling, Jaffe Chief Conservation Scientist - sterling@amnh.org
Hellin Brink, Outreach and Events Coordinator - hbrink@amnh.org

1 Sub-group topics: 1) Exploration of local-level indicators; 2) Navigating national and global reporting processes; 3) 
Developing a comprehensive index of existing materials on indicators and identify missing tools/gaps in resources; 4) In-
depth exploration of existing tools.


